
In honor of the Auburn’s Sesquicentennial 
Celebration, you are invited to take this  

1.1 mile stroll through our streets to  
enjoy the City’s rich architectural heritage. 

OTHER HISTORIC AUBURN PROPERTIES:  
 

Charles Jordan House (1880) 63 Academy Street               
Beautiful Victorian Second Empire structure recently damaged by 
arson but in the process of being restored. 
 

Holman Day House (1895) Corner of Court & Goff Streets                    
One of Maine’s finest Queen Anne style homes, built for the famous 
American author & editor who was born in Vassalboro and was a  
graduate of Colby College. 
 

Frank Dingley House (1867) 291 Court Street                           
Fantastic Second Empire brick structure with mansard roof. Frank was 
editor of the Lewiston Evening Journal for many years. 
 

Gay-Munroe House (1878) 64 Highland Avenue                          
Designed by Stevens & Coombs for a shoe manufacturer. 
 

William A. Robinson House (1874) 11 Forest Avenue                          
A fine Late Gothic Revival home built for Mr. Robinson, a druggist, and 
the only remaining work of architects Herbert & Balston Kenway, who 
were Welsh immigrants. Interesting translation of design usually done 
in stone or brick into an ornate wooden structure. 
 

Webster Grammar School (1916) 95 Hampshire Street                      
Designed by Harry Coombs, this colonial revival edifice served as a 
school for 90 years and was converted to housing in 2012, the same 
year it received a Preservation Honor Award from Maine Preservation. 
 

Knight House (1796) Adjacent to Great Falls on the Riverwalk                                        
Built by Caleb Lincoln in downtown Auburn, then purchased by 
Nathaniel Knight, a butcher. It was moved to its current site several 
years ago. Oldest wood framed house in Auburn’s downtown area. 
 

Charles Cushman House (1889) 8 Cushman Place                        
Fieldstone structure with Queen Anne traits designed by George 
Coombs for a prominent shoe manufacturing family. 
 

Barker Mill (1871-73) 143 Mill Street                                
A five-story mansard-roofed brick mill, with a higher degree of 
decorative styling than most mills of the era, it was designed by Maine 
architect Charles Douglas and named for its directing agent, C.I. 
Barker. Built in conjunction with the Little Androscoggin Water Power 
Company that built a dam just south of the mill, it was placed on the 
National Register in 1979. It now has 117 apartments for the elderly 
and is owned and operated by Auburn Housing Authority. 
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1. Roak Block (1871) 142-170 Main Street                 
Built in eight sections for both mercantile and  
industrial purposes, with four stories with a 
mansard roof. Developed by Jacob Roak and eight 
others; Dingley & Foss and Wise & Cooper were 
early businesses there; known as the “Cradle of 
the Auburn Shoe Industry.”  

2. Edward Little House (1827) 217 Main Street            
The most historic home in Auburn, built for Auburn’s 
most beneficent founder, philosopher, educator and     
incorporator. Squire Little was a major driving force 
for the development of the Great Falls community. 
He gave the city its first high school at the corner of 
Main and Academy Streets.  

3. Garcelon House (late 1880’s) 223 Main Street           
The last parcel of Squire Little’s land holdings. 
Built to house A.A. Garcelon’s medical practice 
downstairs and his family upstairs. Dr. Garcelon 
(1813-1906) helped bring the railroad to Great 
Falls and was elected Governor in 1879.  

4. Penley House (1889) 233 Main Street                
Built as the private residence of Albert Penley,  
Auburn Mayor and director of the Auburn Foundry 
and the Auburn & Lewiston Railroad. He brought 
electricity street lights to Auburn. Now a B&B.  

5. The Foss House (1915) 19 Elm Street                      
Spanish-influenced federal revival mansion of  
Horatio Foss, a shoe magnate. His widow, Ella died 
in 1941 and bequeathed the property to the 
Woman’s Literary Union, which promotes the 
intellectual and cultural advancement of its 
members. Guests there have included Helen Keller 
and Eleanor Roosevelt.   

6. First Universalist Church of Auburn (1876) 169 
Pleasant Street  A Gothic Revival classic with a 
Hook & Hastings pipe organ, Harry Cochran 
murals, & a one thousand pound Meneely bell in a 
beautiful 100 foot steeple.  

7. Horace Munroe House (1899-1900) 123 Pleasant 
Street Designed by William Miller, prominent architect. 
Horace was the son of Noble Munroe, one of the 
founders of Auburn’s shoe industry in the second half of 
19th century Auburn. One of Auburn’s finest examples of 
Queen Anne architecture.  

8. Packard Shoe Factory (1864) 71 Spring Street           
This is the first brick factory built in Auburn, before it  
became a City. It was relocated here from Main Street, 
where the original factory was destroyed by the 1853 
Phoenix Fire. It is now Heritage Court, an elderly 
housing property.  

9. Engine House (1879) 158 Court Street                 
At the corner of Spring & Courts Streets, this served 
as Auburn’s central fire house until the late 1960’s. It 
now has retail and office space.  

10. Auburn Public Library (1904) 49 Spring Street         
Another William Miller gem, this is a Carnegie Library 
that was built for $25,000. Located in large part due 
to its central location and proximity to the railroad, it 
was renovated in 1956, 1979 and was expanded in 
2005. The City of Auburn contributed $3,000,000 & 
APL’s Capital Campaign contributed over $3,500,000 
for this extensive expansion/renovation project.  

11. Court Street Baptist Church (1870) 129 Court 
Street This beautiful brick and brownstone building 
replaced the Spring Street Baptist Church.  

12. Androscoggin County Building (1857) 2 Turner Street 
After some political maneuvering, Auburn secured the 
County seat after creation of the County by action of the 
state legislature. It houses the superior court, probate 
court, registries of deeds and probate, the sheriffs  
department and the county jail, as well as the 
Androscoggin Historical Society. The County recently 
restored its tower clock.  

13. YMCA (1922) 62 Turner Street                     
The original structure had bowling lanes, a gym,   
swimming pool, clubrooms, exercise rooms, and   
dormitory rooms. It is still in operation today. The  
Marshall’s Popcorn Truck was parked there nightly 
for many years, across from the former site of the  
Auburn Post Office, which was razed during 
downtown urban renewal efforts of the ‘60’s-70’s.  

14. Auburn Hall (1865) 60 Court Street                 
J.F. Bryant of Boston, who designed the County 
Building & the State House in Boston, designed 
Auburn Hall. It had a large meeting hall for 
basketball and dances. The City went to the Aunt 
Orra Davis House in 1897, then moved to Spring 
Street in 1920 to the (former) Webster Grammar 
School that had been built in 1874. The City 
returned to its roots at Auburn Hall when Auburn 
Public Library expanded onto the site formerly 
occupied by City Hall.  

15. Goff Block (1875) Corner of Court & Main 
Streets This building has had many uses, including 
retail, offices, restaurants, etc. & is ripe for historic 
rehabilitation.  

16. Old Mechanics Savings Bank (1875) 79 Main 
Street This is the original location of Mechanics 
Savings Bank, with a distinctive arched entryways, 
arched windows, and beautiful brickwork.  

17. Skelton Taintor & Abbott Building (1900) 95 
Main Street  Former First National Tire Building. 
This building, and others across the street along 
the riverfront, were built around the turn of the 
20th century as part of the economic expansion 
brought about by the booming shoe industry.  
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17 Sincere thanks to our friend Richard Whiting at the Auburn Housing  
Authority, who compiled this historic data and walking tour of the  

City of Auburn’s downtown district. Photos by Haley Warden. 06/2019 


